
UHLS Youth Services Advisory Council
February 28, 2022

VIRTUAL

12:45 – 1:00 Networking
1:00 – 2:30 Meeting

Attendance (ZOOM:17): Mary Fellows (UHLS), Amy DuBrey (UHLS), Lee Ackerman-Sawyer (WSTR), Lisa Fesmire
(VOOR), Elissa Valente (COLN), Leanna Sweet (GRAF), Kathy Stempel (BERN), Rose Stuart (COLN), Molly Chatt
(EGRN), Beth Bomba (COLN), Donna (POES), APLP (?), Lisa Neuman (APL), Elnora Baker (APL), Suzanne Cardinal
(NASS), Laurie Dryer (TROL), Gail Brown (VOOR)

Meeting PowerPoint

UHLS updates

- StoryWalks are back for 2022! Go here for information –  Before sending in your books, fill out a new
online form here.

- Teen SRP workshop – Thursday, March 10. Please register here.

- ELL CE: Best Practices for Expanding Multilingual Access, Programs and Services – Tuesday, April 5,
10:00 – 11:30 a.m. : Register here.

- Four collections of I’m Your Neighbor! – We’ll be treating them like rotating collections, and libraries
can opt in to receive them for a two-month rotation. Look for more information in early March, when
hopefully they will have arrived!

Racial Equity Committee (REC) Update

● Learning Circles for 2022- Dates, Links and Topics
● Upcoming system-wide program with Dr. Alice Green around Juneteenth; more info to come
● Training- McLean Group training is out and several library boards and staff have expressed interest or

scheduled trainings
● Collection development: libraries are deciding whether to opt into CollectionHQ, a tool from Baker &

Taylor that UHLS has arranged group pricing for

Bookshare on Youth Media Award winners

The group discussed some of the media award winners recently announced at the Youth Media Awards:
Awards Season: The 2022 Youth Media Award Winners

*books below, in this section, are linked to the UHLS catalog for easy borrowing

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1L77PXW6W1eMB9pm2s6K197C2EDOhsabt/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117029813492274965004&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13SOT_bWsPCdaCbjXMc0FXvwiKOrTJWrv/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=117029813492274965004&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdJSGaje9DuUEeBuTQRODINouoR2oUGL-UNbtZeMj3ii3itmA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://rcls.libcal.com/event/8663816?f=h
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1-Bg8zqa8xr40K2YNA8WgCCz2eoFeVjJA/view?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe_OzbWbApAaNQ6qBErxfoBox-G6fKNrn81A_-IDVbbWdpwOA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://imyourneighborbooks.org/welcoming-library/acquire-welcoming-library/
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1WvRxVTj9SGDJk_pd4DKNpfT6itRqVxihIsb-Yba8BTI/edit?usp=sharing
https://publishingperspectives.com/2022/02/awards-season-the-2022-youth-media-award-winners/


Caldecott: Watercress by Andrea Wang. Illustrated by Jason Chin

Geisel: Fox at Night by Corey R. Tabor– easy reader

Newbery: The Last Cuentista by Donna Barba Higuera

Sibert: The People’s Painter: How Ben Shahn Fought for Justice with Art by Cynthia Levinson, illustrated by
Evan Turk

Printz and Morris: Firekeeper’s Daughter by Angeline Boulley

February Book Review

Mary’s highlights of the February Book Review

● The 1619 Project: Born on the Water by Nikole Hannah-Jones
○ Programming: Juneteenth, Black History Month,
○ Display: Juneteenth, Black History Month,
○ Recommend: Juneteenth, Black History Month

● Shirley and Jamila’s Big Fall by Gillian Goerz
○ Programming: Great for book discussion!
○ Display: Friendship, bullying
○ Recommend: readers who like friendship stories mainly about girls, or stories where villains get

their comeuppance.
● Fossil Hunter by Cheryl Blackford

○ Programming: Dinosaurs – show some photos
○ Display: Dinosaurs, science, girls/women
○ Recommend: Biography, kids interested in science or dinosaurs

● Loyalty by Avi
○ Programming: Book discussion if anything
○ Display: Values, War
○ Recommend: Teachers who teach the Revolutionary War; students who need a story from the

Revolutionary War period
● Overground Railroad by Candacy Taylor

○ Programming: NA
○ Display: Black History Month, travel
○ Recommend: Reports for BHM

● The League of Picky Eaters by Stephanie V.W. Lucianovic
○ Programming: Book discussion! And/or do some eating challenges (all optional, of course)

referencing the three tracks in the book: GAG, BARF, and RETCH.
○ Display: Funny books, food
○ Recommend: Kids who like funny books

https://catalog.uhls.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1901378__Swatercress__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=gold
https://catalog.uhls.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1891495__Sfox%20at%20night__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=gold
https://catalog.uhls.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1919603__SThe%20Last%20Cuentista%20__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=gold
https://catalog.uhls.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1911358__SThe%20People%E2%80%99s%20Painter%3A%20How%20Ben%20Shahn%20Fought%20for%20Justice%20with%20Art__Orightresult__U__X4?lang=eng&suite=gold
https://catalog.uhls.org/iii/encore/record/C__Rb1912680__Sfirekeepers%20daughter__Orightresult__U__X7?lang=eng&suite=gold
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1lOJ3PTuW_mFxJP06kt3K5Y5vq64UCU5UXM6x76EMtAI/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-1619-project-nikole-hannah-jones/1139219541?ean=9780593307359
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/shirley-and-jamilas-big-fall-gillian-goerz/1138802836?ean=9780525552895
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-fossil-hunter-cheryl-blackford/1138332185?ean=9780358396055
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/loyalty-avi/1138332225?ean=9780358248071
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/overground-railroad-candacy-taylor/1131001378?ean=9781419749490
https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/the-league-of-picky-eaters-stephanie-vw-lucianovic/1138332171?ean=9780358379867


● Lulu and Milagro’s Search for Clarity by Angela Velez
○ Programming: Book discussion for older teens – gr. 9 and up
○ Display: Road trip
○ Recommend: Older teens who like sister or friendship stories, or are in new American families

Successful Readers Advisory: Best Tips

The group discussed the questions:  How do you help yourself, and help your colleagues who aren’t as steeped
in youth materials as you may be, to do a credible job of readers advisory? We reviewed three tips and
practiced readers advisory on a young patron.

1. Ask questions

Try to talk to the kid or teen directly, asking questions like:

● Think of a book that you read recently – or not recently – that you liked. What did you like about it?
● Think of a book that you read that you didn’t like. What did you dislike about it?
● Do you want a book similar or different from those you like?
● What do you like to do when you’re not at school?
● What’s a book you’ve read more than once?
● What job do you think you’d like to do when you grow up?

2. Identify at least five options

Kids need choices. Maybe the first book you suggest looks boring to them, but they don’t want to offend the
adult helping them so they take it and never come back. Tell the child directly that you won’t be offended if
they don’t take one/any of your choices.

Mix and match age level and format – older range of their age group, younger range, graphic novel, print,
short, longer.

Try to include “oldies but goodies.” What was flying off the shelves five years ago? Include that in your options.

Develop go-to’s. Create a personal list of books you recommend for different ages/interests of readers. Help
adult services colleagues who sub develop their lists too. Why not have YS staff booktalk some old and new
favorites for each other and adult services staff? Make it low-key and casual. Consider recording them for
broader access. Have your go-to list handy when on the desk.

Use your print go-to list unashamedly. Tell the patron that you don’t want to forget anything that they might
like so you’re going to use your list.

3. Be enthusiastic in your own way about your choices.

https://www.barnesandnoble.com/w/lulu-and-milagros-search-for-clarity-angela-velez/1139439978?ean=9780063071780


Even if you don’t usually help kids find good reads, and you feeI anxious about your skills, embrace the
moment. Appreciate that you’re getting to match a book to a child or teen that could widen their world in a
wonderful way. Be your most positive, sincere, genuinely helpful self.

Reference: Advanced Readers Advisory: Comfort Youth Librarianship - ALSC Blog

Leadership skills: Five Dynamics of an Effective Team

The group reviewed and discussed The 5 things you need to make your teams more effective, according to
Google, considering how leaders influence each element, and how team members can influence each element.

Program ideas

March

● World Puppetry Day – March 21

● National Read Across America Day -3/2

● Mardi Gras – March 1

April

● Autism Awareness Month

● National Children’s Picture Book Day - 4/2

● National Library week - April 3-10

May

● Latino Books Month

● National Mother Goose Day- May 1

● International Harry Potter Day – May 2

June

● National Zoo and Aquarium Month

● Oscar the Grouch Day– June 1

● Repeat Day – June 3

Next YSAC meeting:  April 12, 1-2:30pm (Book Review)

ARC’S Available!
http://reports.uhls.org/cgi-bin/staff/arc.pl

https://www.alsc.ala.org/blog/2021/08/advanced-readers-advisory-comfort-youth-librarianship/
https://europeansting.com/2019/04/17/the-5-things-you-need-to-make-your-teams-more-effective-according-to-google/
https://europeansting.com/2019/04/17/the-5-things-you-need-to-make-your-teams-more-effective-according-to-google/
http://reports.uhls.org/cgi-bin/staff/arc.pl
http://reports.uhls.org/cgi-bin/staff/arc.pl


( These ARCs cannot be added to your collection in any way.
By requesting ARCs, you are agreeing to give them to your kid, tween, or teen readers.)

Upper Hudson Youth Services
Mary Fellows - 437-9880 X228 – mary.fellows@uhls.org
Amy DuBrey – 437-9880 X231 – amy.dubrey@uhls.org

mailto:mary.fellows@uhls.org
mailto:amy.dubrey@uhls.org

