Equity Committee Meeting
June 11, 2026 at 2 p.m., on Zoom

Attending: Judith Wines (UHLS), Melissa Tacke (UHLS), Chris Sagaas (UHLS), Seth Strock (GUIL), Tracey Pause (VOOR), Andrea Nicolay (APL), Sarah Kerr-Mace (MEND), Sarah Romeo (BETH)

Review of minutes from May Meeting
No changes made

New Committee Member - Welcome Melissa

Review of VAFL Facilities and Equipment
They seem to be cognizant of the issues they have with building accessibility, and they are planning on applying for a construction grant to install accessible doors.

(Note: Move away from saying “handicap-accessible” and just say “accessible”)

Follow up on DA conversation about WCAG support for Equity Committee next steps
(Other possibilities: physical accessibility focus)
How could we use the Facilities and Equipment module to help libraries build on what they’ve done?

Southern Tier Library System has a LibGuide for WCAG resources which could be useful.

Mid-York created a digestible checklist of ADA accessibility guidelines that we could borrow from. We could similarly break down the ADA checklist and send out pieces of it quarterly to keep it from becoming overwhelming for libraries to fulfill.

DA conversation about WCAG: General consensus was that people are eager to have opportunities to learn how to be WCAG-compliant. Most of the libraries have the revised 2028 deadline. There was an interest in having the “Getting It Done”-type sessions surrounding WCAG before the DA to help with the process. Libraries seem to want hand-holding with WCAG and would appreciate any guidance with compliance.

Next Steps
We want to start WCAG work this fall; we need to decide where physical accessibility work would align with this, and flesh out the schedule for the WCAG sessions.

Next Meeting: TBA
